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REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JAMES CROCKER 
News From Shire Hall
Unitary Authority Update
Following the release of the Government’s White Paper, the county and district councils are developing options that may replace the current two-tier system with either a single county unitary or two smaller unitary councils in the north and south of Warwickshire.
Warwickshire County Council recently (14 October) expressed its preference on the future form of local government for Warwickshire to be a single unitary council. The Council also recognised the importance of town and parish councils in preserving local identity and supported the establishment of such councils where they do not currently exist.  
The Council also accepted that full constituent membership of the West Midlands Combined Authority would be the best arrangement for any new unitary authority in Warwickshire.
A final proposal will be considered for approval by Cabinet on 6 November, prior to submission to the Government by 28 November. It is expected that at least four of the five district and borough councils will submit a separate proposal for two unitaries in line with earlier decisions by their Councils. The Government will then decide which model of unitary local government will apply to Warwickshire, with a decision expected by Summer 2026. The Government has said it will carry out a public consultation on its preferred option, which is expected to take place in early 2026.
My personal opinion is that the case for one large unitary Warwickshire council remains the most compelling and the motion passed on Tuesday to uphold and strengthen town and parish councils will go some way to offsetting concerns that local areas will somehow lose their cultural identity.
Cabinet approves plans for public consultation on Home to School Transport
The Council currently supports around 10,000 children and young people across nearly 500 transport routes, working with over 200 different transport providers. However, the cost of providing home to school transport has risen significantly in recent years from £17.9 million in 2018/19 to £47.11 million in 2024/25. The proposed changes are part of a broader effort to ensure the service remains sustainable while also aligning with updated statutory guidance issued by the Department for Education. The aim is to make the policy clearer, consistent and more efficient, so that support is targeted to where it’s needed most to meet the needs of Warwickshire’s children and young people. 
Contact me with any views on this subject and I will forward it on to Cllr Jennifer Warren, Portfolio Holder for Transport and Planning or lilianhunter@warwickshire.gov.uk Head of Transport Delivery at WCC.
Warwickshire County Council expands surface dressing programme with record investment 
Warwickshire County Council’s County Highways team is hard at work applying surface dressing to around 120km of roads throughout the county this year - the equivalent distance from Warwick to Wembley - the largest programme ever delivered.  
For more information about surface dressing, and how it benefits our community and to find out where improvements are being made, visit Warwickshire Surface Dressing Information.  
Surface dressing is an annual task performed during the warmer, drier months of spring and summer. The process is weather dependent and cannot take place if the weather is too hot or too wet.  As a result, the programme may need to change at short notice. 
Surface dressing offers multiple benefits: it enhances road skid resistance, seals and waterproofs road surfaces, and extends road life, reducing the need for major, intrusive repairs. Though not suitable for roads with structural issues, surface dressing is a highly cost-effective method that allows the County Highways team to stretch its budget further and treat more roads across Warwickshire. 
Cllr Jennifer Warren, Portfolio Holder for Transport and Planning at Warwickshire County Council, said:
“As we continue to expand this programme, I want to thank residents and drivers for their patience and cooperation. Respecting speed restrictions during and after the works helps make sure this vital investment delivers long-lasting improvements for everyone who uses our roads.” 

In Other News:
· Catching up on childhood vaccinations is as easy as ABC this winter. Following an outbreak of measles and whooping cough across the country, parents and carers are being reminded by Warwickshire County Council to check their children are up to date with immunisations. 
Local News
· Met with Parish Councillors. Spent two hours with members of the council to over the main issues in the area. Very useful insight into some of the history and future plans.
· Bike rack request raised. Watch this space.
· EV Parking Bays. Concerns raised and noted.
I will discuss this and other related agenda items at the meeting.
Getting in Touch
For any issues or ideas that would benefit Wooten Wawen, as your representative, I am always available to listen and support local priorities at Warwickshire County Council.
James Crocker
County Councillor for Arden
Warwickshire County Council 
Email: jamescrocker@warwickshire.gov.uk    
Mobile: 07353 157962
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