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Stratford votes overwhelmingly 
for South Warwickshire Council

Two unitary councils for Warwickshire – South and North Warwickshire – was the overwhelming decision of Stratford District Council (SDC) when it voted on its submission to government on 28 November for local government reorganisation.

This submission was endorsed by three other District and Borough Councils – representing most of Warwickshire – before it was sent to government. This fulfilled to a large extent the government’s request for consensus among affected councils. 

North Warwickshire and Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Councils as well as Stratford and Warwick District Councils all made the same submission to government – a 428-page report by management consultant Deloitte – recommending a two-unitary solution.

The two northern boroughs would join with Rugby Borough to form North Warwickshire; while Stratford and Warwick Districts would become South Warwickshire.

Rugby Borough Council, however, has decided to opt for a single unitary council for Warwickshire. Nevertheless, it has insisted that the unitary council shouldn’t just be a continuation of the existing county council and that the new Warwickshire County Council should be based in Rugby instead of Warwick. 

Almost every SDC Councillor voted for Stratford District to join with Warwick District in forming a new unitary council for South Warwickshire. 

Conservative district councillors were given a free vote and most voted for a two-unitary solution, as did all Liberal Democrat and Green councillors. 

Conservative councillors on Stratford District Council who are also Warwickshire county councillors voted against the proposal for a South Warwickshire Council.

This was in line with Warwickshire County Council’s decision to recommend to government a single unitary council covering the whole of the county. 

County’s decision, however, has major implications within the government’s devolution agenda, which is running in parallel with its plans for local government reorganisation. 

South and North Warwickshire Councils would be able to join together to form a strategic authority like the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA), which includes Birmingham, Coventry, Solihull and Wolverhampton. 

The government has said that it is against single unitary councils becoming strategic authorities as well. Warwickshire would not therefore be able to become a strategic authority. It would have to join at least one other unitary authority.

But the WMCA mayor, Richard Parker (Labour) has said that he does not want WMCA to extend its boundaries to include Warwickshire as a full member of the authority. Furthermore, he has endorsed a two-unitary solution for Warwickshire.

This would indicate that a single Warwickshire unitary authority would have to join with at least one other unitary council in another county, such as Staffordshire, to form a strategic authority. 

In the opinion of most Stratford District Councillors, as well as our MP, this would not be the best solution for South Warwickshire.

Henley’s Liberal Democrat MP, Manuela Perteghella, wrote to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, Steve Reed, on 14 November urging him to give “full and careful consideration to the case for establishing two unitary councils in Warwickshire”.

Strong expressions of support for a two-unitary solution came from five out of Warwickshire’s six MPs, giving clear cross-party backing for the North and South Warwickshire approach. 

Government will consider the different submissions and its response will be the subject of a formal, government-led consultation next spring, most likely before the ‘pre-election period’ for May elections. There are no elections in Stratford District, but that’s not the case for other Warwickshire councils.

A government decision on the future of local government in Warwickshire is expected in the summer of 2026, after the May 2026 elections. The new council or councils are timetabled to take over in May 2028.  

Money for Neighbourhood Development Plans

A £250,000 pot for preparing and revising Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs) in the District is on the agenda at the December meeting of Stratford District Council’s (SDC’s) Cabinet.

One of the options before the Cabinet is to reserve £250,000 in SDC’s 2025-2026 budget to provide funding to local communities now central government has removed its financial support for NDPs. 

Funding would be split across two or three years under this proposal, costing SDC about £100,000 next year.

Another option is to use existing SDC reserves to offer grants to help local communities.

The total amount of £250,000 that has been proposed represents funding of £8,000 for each of the 29 parishes in the District with current NDPs. Beaudesert & Henley-in-Arden’s joint parish NDP is one of the most recent, having been ‘made’ last year. 

Money would be available to fund the external consultants needed to help revise existing plans or prepare new ones. 

When the emerging South Warwickshire Local Plan is adopted, it will supersede SDC’s current Core Strategy. This in turn will render existing NDPs out of date, either in full or in part. 

EV charging for Henley car park

Prince Harry Road Car Park is one of the public car parks operated by Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) that is being considered for electric vehicle (EV) charging points. 

SDC’s Cabinet is being asked at its December meeting to support granting a concessionary lease to a commercial operator to install and operate charging points in SDC’s public car parks, including Prince Harry Road car park, Henley-in-Arden.

The concessionary lease is being recommended as it requires no upfront or installation costs for SDC. The land will be provided by SDC, which will expect a small income, either through ground rent or a profit share. 

A tender for the lease is expected in January 2026 and will take three months. Installation is expected to start three to six months after the contract is signed, with a total rollout time of 12-18 months across the District.

If approved by Cabinet, installations of new charge points are not expected to begin before the end of 2026 or the beginning of 2027. 

Community Grant Scheme is still open

Applicants have until 31st January 2026 for Small Grants and 27th February 2026 for Large Grants from the new Community Grant Scheme worth £350,000 announced by Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC). 

If you know of a community hall that needs a new roof, a park that needs some new play equipment or a memorial hall in need of a new kitchen, there are two different pots to apply for: Small Grants (£5,000-£20,000) or Large Grants (£20,001-£100,000).

The Scheme is open to Town and Parish Councils, charities and community groups to support their valuable community assets during the 80th anniversary year of VE and VJ day. 

The fund has been made available to honour and secure an enduring legacy of the 80th anniversary of VE and VJ days by revitalising community spaces as living memorials to the sacrifice, resilience and community spirit that secured the peace, freedom and self-determination we now enjoy as a nation.
 
Capital projects to create new facilities or to improve existing resources are all eligible, including community centres, village halls, parks and recreation areas, and other outdoor spaces. 

 More details can be found on the website: Community Grant Scheme 2025 | Stratford-on-Avon District Council. 
Or email socialinclusion@stratford-dc.gov.uk.




