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1. Objective
The Planning and Working Party (PWP) is constituted to advise Beaudesert & Henley-in-Arden Joint Parish Council (JPC) on planning matters referred by the Local Planning Authority (LPA), in its role as a statutory consultee under the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. The Committee also supports the forward development of the town, ensuring that all planning and development approaches by third parties are clarified, debated, and referred to the full JPC with recommendations. This includes engagement with Local Plans, Neighbourhood Development Plans, and strategic development frameworks under the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023.

2. Planning Duties
a) The Planning Working Party (PWP) holds no delegated authority from the JPC. The Clerk can act on its behalf in exceptional circumstances, but any decisions must be ratified by full council. (See 2k for full details).
b) The JPC is not the Local Planning Authority and cannot approve or refuse applications. The PWP drafts responses for the JPC as a statutory consultee, ensuring alignment with planning law and policy.
c) Membership is limited to a maximum of seven, with a minimum of four serving Parish Councillors. All Councillors may request appointment. The JPC Chairperson is an ex officio member with voting rights.  The Clerk is an ex officio member without voting rights.
d) Meetings are quorate per Standing Orders Paragraph 3(v) and held regularly in response to planning applications.
e) The Clerk acts as Secretary, maintaining records and ensuring procedural compliance.
f) In exceptional cases, responses may be agreed by email, subject to quorum and public notification. Email decisions must be recorded and published transparently. (Please also see 2k).
g) Matters of significant importance are referred to the full JPC or a specially convened meeting, with a clear recommendation.
h) The PWP will take reasonable steps to notify applicants of meetings where their application is discussed, offering an opportunity to attend. This is best practice and not a statutory duty.
i) Members of the public may address meetings on planning matters, subject to time limits.
j) The PWP will consider all representations received before or during meetings.
k) The Clerk is authorised, under Section 101 of the Local Government Act 1972, to submit JPC responses to the Planning Authority via the Planning Portal or other approved method. Where statutory deadlines fall before the next scheduled full council meeting, the Clerk may act between meetings, provided the response is based on Planning Working Party (PWP) recommendations that have been reviewed and approved by all members of the full council by email.
l) Where an application is subject to appeal, the JPC may submit written representation or nominate members to attend hearings or inquiries, including digital hearings hosted by the Planning Inspectorate.
m) The JPC may nominate representatives to attend Development Control or other planning meetings to present its views.
n) The JPC has a policy not to offer pre-application comment.
o) The Chair and membership of the PWP are reviewed annually. Co-options may be made following resignations, in line with rule c.
3. Strategic and Statutory Development Planning
a) The PWP is responsible for monitoring developments in Local Plans and other national and local government development strategies and programmes. It will maintain relationships with relevant individuals and bodies, including district and county councils, and provide advice to the JPC on planning matters within its remit.
b) Responsibility for the development, review, and promotion of the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) rests with the separately constituted NDP Advisory Panel, which reports directly to the full JPC.
4. Communications
a) The PWP may invite individuals with relevant expertise to its meetings, including district and county councillors, community members, and professionals.
b) The PWP adheres to JPC policies and the Nolan Principles of public life. It ensures transparency in its proceedings and decision-making, with clear declarations and management of conflicts of interest.
image1.png




