NDP2 update. We have completed a draft version of the document and will be planning a meeting with our consultant Gary Kirk in January along with the working party. The SWLP needs to be included within our NDP but for a variety of reasons, there will be a delay to finalise this document and so the Councils will not be producing this document before the end of the year. A revised timetable for the continued work on the South Warwickshire Local Plan will be prepared to be considered by the councils soon.

Where do we stand
Changes already happening or announced
· End of Neighbourhood Plan Support Programme
· New rules for written representations at appeals
· Faster Local Plan processes
· New housing requirement figures for Local Planning Authorities
· Green Belt / “Grey Belt” changes
Changes expected soon
· A new NPPF – National planning policy framework
· National Development Management Policies becoming non-statutory
· Large applications (150+ homes) being reviewed by the Secretary of State if refused
· A ‘default yes’ for sites near well-connected train stations
· Possible removal of more statutory consultees (from the latest consultation)
What this means for towns and parishes
· More pressure for development
· Local Plans that may propose significant changes
Need for Higher-Quality Evidence
· With more developer pressure and weaker local control, parishes must provide strong technical evidence (traffic, flooding, design, character, ecology) to influence decisions.

The JPC have created an action plan which will come into force as and when any planning applications are received.

The JPC are currently looking to steer a new group and have invited local parishes to engage in a collaboration around the sequential test for flooding which is a planning process that steers new development to areas with the lowest risk of flooding. It involves demonstrating that there are no reasonably available sites with a lower flood risk that are appropriate for proposed development before considering sites in higher-risk areas. The test applies to all types of flooding – rivers, surface water, groundwater and sewers . The reason we will collaborate with local parishes is - if our flooding of Henley in Arden affects their parish downstream for instance or vice versa and we can prove this it could form part of that stronger evidence against building on some sites. There is of course always an Exceptions Test which would follow the sequential Test if deemed necessary but that would be another hurdle for them to jump over. 

We already have three parishes and one town council keen to attend a meeting in January. I will bring further information on this soon.

And then we have the issue of a Unitary Council and devolution in the mix – the merging of two councils and more duties passed down to the unpaid parish councils. I will update you on this as and when information is available.
