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Firstly, I wish every resident of Beaudesert and Henley-in-Arden a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.

Unfortunately, I shall miss the rearranged Joint Parish Council meeting on 12th January as I shall be away. I have made my apologies to the Clerk. 

I have little more than a few items of news to report after the Christmas break, but both of them have potentially important consequences.

South Warwickshire Local Plan

The delayed announcement of the ‘strategic growth sites’ and ‘new settlements’ chosen to go forward into the South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP) was confirmed on 18th December at a Joint Cabinet Committee meeting in Leamington Spa Town Hall.

While the final submission date for the Plan of December 2026 has been retained, to meet the government’s requirement, the chosen sites will not now be named until May 2026. 

John Careford, head of Planning at Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC), has given assurances that “a few months” of latitude was built into the previous timetable and that the December submission date will be met. 

He confirmed that an official SWLP submission may only be made by SDC when it has restored its five-year housing land supply. SDC has therefore less than a year to restore about 2.5 years of planned housing development or more than 3,000 homes. This came about as a direct result of recent government planning changes and increases in housing targets.

Residents of Beaudesert & Henley-in-Arden will have to wait for a few more months to learn of plans to develop the market town.

In particular, they will want to know whether Strategic Growth site, SG23 – largely the former golf course – has been selected for development with a notional 2,500 homes. This was the number of homes allocated to the site on the basis of its size. 

They will also be affected by decisions on the suggested New Settlement around Bearley and Wilmcote, and the other suggested New Settlement near Danzey Green, between Henley-in-Arden and Tanworth-in-Arden and Wood End.

South Warwickshire or Warwickshire unitary council

[bookmark: _GoBack]Local residents will get the chance early next month to comment on the government’s wish for Warwickshire to be served by one or two unitary councils. 

In a letter to the local councils involved, including SDC, the Minister of State for Local Government & Homelessness, Alison McGovern MP, stated that she expects to launch a public consultation in “early February”. The consultation is expected to be open for seven weeks.

Along with Warwick District Council, Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council and North Warwickshire Borough Council, SDC wants two unitary councils for Warwickshire, with Henley-in-Arden served by a unitary South Warwickshire Council. 


