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REPORT FROM WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR
JAMES CROCKER 

BEAUDESERT & HENLEY JOINT PARISH LOCAL ISSUE UPDATE
· For clarification, new on-street parking charges in Henley and elsewhere in Warwickshire is NOT part of the budget, due to be approved on 5th February at Shire Hall. Will discuss further at the meeting.
· Alne Close Lighting: problem and solution identified, awaiting Eon. Supervisor has a site visit planned tomorrow 
· Stylers Way: constantly chasing a clear timetable.
· Meadow Road light out noted. Expected to be repaired within 5 days.
· Bicycle posts/rack raised with Highways for costing from councillor’s delegated budget.
· Workman parking issues near crossroads seemingly resolved – credit due to the residents pressure.
· Numerous road closures planned in the coming months for more details found here: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/roadworksmap#closures 

NEWS FROM SHIRE HALL
Seven-year contract awarded for Warwickshire’s highways maintenance
[image: pothole repair work]Warwickshire County Council has awarded its highways maintenance contract along with partners at Coventry City Council and Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council to Balfour Beatty Living Places.
The seven-year contract, will run from May 2026 to May 2033 with an option to extend by a further six years and was awarded after a competitive selection process to achieve the best value service on offer in the market.
Under the arrangement, Balfour Beatty Living Places will work alongside Warwickshire County, Coventry City and Solihull Metropolitan Borough Councils to maintain and improve highway networks, including roads, footways, structures and associated assets such as gulleys and culverts.
The Councils’ combined approach is designed to drive better value for money, improve network condition, enhance road safety and reduce disruption to road users.
The new contract will deliver added value with investment in our physical depots and also in technology.  A hub will be established that will give real time information, analysing data and helping to prioritise work, for example, where potholes and road defects need immediate treatment.


Let’s make this National Storytelling Week unforgettable. Who’s ready to pick up the mic?
[image: Reading ]Warwickshire County Council is excited to celebrate National Storytelling Week 2026  by shining a spotlight on the powerful connection between stories, sound, and self-expression.
This year’s theme, ‘Soundtrack Your Story’ invites children and young people to explore how music, soundscapes and lyrics help shape the stories we tell - and the stories that define us. Storytelling is often a child’s first step into reading so this week a special opportunity – especially during the National Year of Reading 2026 – to encourage children to read, talk and share their stories. 
Music, sound, rhythm and movement enhance storytelling. The songs people love and the music they dance to, British Sign Language actions and expressions, the soundtracks of films and games, or the noise and quiet of everyday life all help bring stories to life. These experiences of sound make it easier for people to express who they are, how they feel, and how they see the world. 
Across the county, Warwickshire libraries, Children and Families Centres, school libraries will be marking the week with storytelling events, rhyme sessions, book recommendations, creative activities and opportunities for children and young people to make and share their own story soundtracks.  
Warwickshire  Children and Family Centres  are continuing to grow their Tales and Tunes sessions following a successful trial in Nuneaton. Now expanded to three locations in Nuneaton and two in North Warwickshire, these free stay‑and‑play sessions for 2–4‑year‑olds blend stories, rhymes and songs to support early communication, modelling Chatter Matters strategies to help parents and carers build speech and language skills.  
Details of services and activities delivered by our Children and Family Centre providers and partners in Bedworth can be found on the St Michaels CFC Linktree page and throughout the rest of the county via the Coventry and Warwickshire Barnardos page. 
Warwickshire Libraries are offering a rich programme of early years activities giving families even more opportunities to enjoy stories, movement and play together. Ready, Steady, Dance sessions, delivered in partnership with Motionhouse, bring storybooks to life through movement and imagination for children aged 2–5 and their carers. Families can also join Rhyme Time, free, drop‑in sessions for babies and toddlers, offering songs and rhymes across libraries countywide. For slightly older little ones, Story Stomp provides lively story‑and‑rhythm sessions for 2–4‑year‑olds, helping to build confidence and early communication skills. These sessions are created to make everyone giggle, gasp, imagine, and explore whole new worlds. Warwickshire Libraries are further expanding their inclusive offer through their Sensory Library sessions, designed specifically for children with additional needs, with sensory stories, sensory hours, and drop‑in activities available at several libraries across the county. You can find more details by visiting: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-library-information-service-71495569053#collections  
Utility bill support available through Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme

[image: Tap, gas and electricity meters]A scheme providing financial assistance to help those who may be struggling with their utility bills this winter is now available for a time limited period.
The Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme is distributing funding from the Department for Work and Pensions’ Household Support Fund providing a one-off voucher payment to meet an immediate need and help those who are finding it hard to manage the cost of their energy and water bills. This supplements ongoing emergency support from the Local Welfare Scheme for residents in financial crisis.
Funding for this campaign remains limited, and the scheme will close on 16 February 2026 or sooner if all the funding is allocated before this date. 
Residents in Warwickshire who are struggling financially can apply for this support online on https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localwelfarescheme or by contacting the Local Welfare Scheme directly on 0800 4081448 or 01926 359182.
Warwickshire County Council is also working with Act on Energy who can provide free advice around energy management and debt. The service can also help residents arrange a boiler service or repair and assist with general home heating and energy enquiries.
For further information, please visit the Act on Energy website

Mobile Phone Users With Poor Phone Signal Urged to Take Survey
A survey has been launched to find the areas in Warwickshire suffering from poor mobile phone coverage.
The latest initiative from Warwickshire County Council aims to gather reports directly from residents and businesses about signal quality and to identify coverage ‘blackspots’ which require service improvements from the mobile phone operators.
Councillor Rob Howard, Warwickshire County Council’s Portfolio Holder for Economy, said:
“We are acutely aware that people in areas of poor coverage are at a disadvantage, socially and economically, and we want to address that.
“We are launching our mobile phone service survey to find out the level of coverage people are getting from their mobile phone providers and pinpoint where the problematic areas are. This will help inform our conversations with the industry when they are making plans for future service improvements in Warwickshire.”
Help us build an understanding of coverage in your area by completing our mobile connectivity survey online at https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/mobile-coverage/issues/
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We are inviting people who live in Warwickshire to join the Voice of Warwickshire resident panel and help shape local services and decisions.
The residents panel gives local people the opportunity to:
· Share views through surveys and engagements
· Influence decisions that affect your community
· Make sure a wide range of voices are heard across Warwickshire
Who can join?
· Anyone aged 18 or over
· Anyone living in Warwickshire

Taking part is flexible and can be done online at times to suit.  You can choose how often you get involved and there is no requirement to take part in every survey. 
Sign up here: https://ask.warwickshire.gov.uk/voice-of-warwickshire/registration2025/                   For more details, please visit our dedicated webpage: https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/voice which includes previous surveys and further information.
Discover social connections and support through Warwickshire’s Living Well webpage
[image: Living Well webpage supports people experiencing feelings of loneliness or social isolation.]Living Well webpage supports people experiencing feelings of loneliness or social isolation.
January is often associated with fresh starts, but for many people the colder weather and shorter days can make this time of year more difficult. 
This is especially true for those experiencing feelings of loneliness or social isolation. Loneliness is more than just being alone and can affect anyone, although being socially isolated or distanced from other people and alone can increase feelings of loneliness. It is subjective and what feels lonely for one person might be perfectly ok with another.  
Warwickshire County Council’s (WCC) Living Well webpages are available to help residents who may be struggling with loneliness or social isolation at the start of the year. The webpages offer practical tools, advice, and signposting to useful resources for people of all ages to help find connection, support, and opportunities to improve wellbeing.  
WCC also encourages use of the Five Ways to Wellbeing to help combat feelings of loneliness or social isolation: 
MY RESPONSIBILTIES AS WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR
· Within Warwickshire County Council, other parishes in the Arden division include Wootton Wawen, Ullenhall, Claverdon, Langley, Tanworth-in-Arden (including Earlswood), Wolverton and Preston Bagot.
· Serving on both the Warwickshire Fire & Rescue Local Pension Board of the Firefighters’ Pension Scheme and the Warwickshire Pension Fund Local Pension Board.
· Member of the cross-party working group for the Bus Service Improvement Plan. I have recently received a number of requests from residents asking for service extensions to key areas such as Warwick Hospital. If you have any views or suggestions regarding local bus services, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Separately, also Chair of the Reform UK branch for Stratford-on-Avon.

Getting in Touch
For any issues or ideas that would benefit Beaudesert and Henley-in-Arden, as your representative, I am always available to listen and support local priorities at Warwickshire County Council.
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County Councillor for Arden
Warwickshire County Council Email: jamescrocker@warwickshire.gov.uk 
Mobile: 07353 157962
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