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Council Tax changes for 2026-2027
Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) has increased the district element of Council Tax by 2.99% for 2026-2027. This will be £174.18 for a Band D property, or an additional 42p per month to the District Council next year.  
All the services provided by the District Council will cost £3.35 a week next financial year for a Band D household. This is for a wide range of services including recycling and waste collection, planning, street cleaning, housing, housing benefits, leisure services and children's play areas.  
The district element of Council Tax for each of the valuation bands will be:  
A        £116.12                        
B        £135.47                  
C        £154.83                                            
D        £174.18
E         £212.89                
F         £251.59
G        £290.30
H        £348.36
SDC remains a low-taxing authority. This year it was 18th lowest out of 164 district councils across the country. 
Although the District Council acts as the collecting agent for Council Tax, it only receives 7.0% of the Council Tax paid by residents. Warwickshire County Council received the lion's share of 76.7% this year, the Police 12.8% and Towns/Parishes 3.5%.
SDC only retains 7.0p of every £1 paid in Council Tax to provide its range of services.  
Residents of Henley-in-Arden in Band D properties will pay:
District Council		£174.18		+2.99%
County Council		£1,903.86		+4.44%
Police & Crime 		£318.71		+4.94%
Joint Parish Council	£93.30		+8.50%
Total			£2,490.05		+4.55%
The average Council Tax precept for Town and District Councils in Stratford District will be £87.42, an increase of 3.91%.
Anyone who thinks they could be struggling to pay their Council Tax is encouraged to contact SDC as soon as possible by calling 01789 260990 or email revenues@stratford-dc.gov.uk , where the team will be able to advise what help is available.  
Henley gets grant for trees
Beaudesert & Henley-in-Arden JPC will receive £10,000 from the first round of the Free Trees for Town and Parish Councils scheme.
This will be by far the largest amount of funding announced in the first round. 
Other parish and town councils to benefit from the scheme: 
· £2,312 to Bidford on Avon Parish Council
· £181 to Ilmington Parish Council
· £2,474 To Southam Town Council
· £650 to Welford on Avon Parish Council
 Station Bar gets Climate Change grant
Friends of Henley Railway Station CIC will receive £10,000 to install solar panels on the roof of the Station Bar in Henley-in-Arden. 
The money will come from SDC’s Community Climate and Nature Fund (CCNF).
Round Three of the CCNF opened in May 2025, with £150,000 made available to successful applicants, across four quarterly assessment periods. The third of four assessment periods ended on 14th January 2026, and a total of six applications were approved. The following projects have been funded:
· £5,985 to Harbury Scout Group to install solar panels on the roof of their scout hut.
· £5,990 to Forest of Hearts to support a nature enhancement project at the Garden of Arden.
· £10,000 to Friends of Henley Station CIC to install solar panels on the roof of the Station Bar in Henley in Arden.
· £7,369.44 to Snitterfield Playing Fields to install solar panels, battery storage and inverter on their new Pavilion.
· £5,041 to Stockton Village Hall to install new double-glazed windows and roof insulation.
· £8,210 to Stockton FCCC to improve drainage and resilience of their nine football pitches.  
Set up in November 2023, the CCNF has enabled the funding of a multitude of climate and biodiversity initiatives across Stratford on Avon District. Funded projects range from the installation of solar panels and air source heat pumps to pond restoration and flood prevention projects. 
Round Three will remain open until 13th April 2026 and applications can be submitted at any time before this date. £34,139 is still available to successful applicants.
More health screening in Stratford
Following the success of its Health Screening initiative this year, SDC will be running another series of screening events in 2026.
Part of this initiative, the event last November in Henley’s Memorial Hall was fully subscribed with 100 people receiving a health check. About 800 people from Stratford District benefitted from the initiative.
The first 2026 health screening event will be held on Saturday 21st March, coinciding with National Screening Day, during Prostate Cancer Awareness Month.  
The event will take place at Venture House, Avenue Farm Industrial Estate, Birmingham Road, Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 0HR, running from 10am to 2pm.  
For the second consecutive year, the District Council has partnered with the Graham Fulford Charitable Trust to deliver a series of subsidised health screening opportunities for residents across the District. The programme offers simple but potentially life-saving blood tests for men and women aged 18 and over, enabling early detection and timely medical intervention.  
Supported by District Council funding, tests are available at a discounted rate of £14 each and include:
· PSA (Prostate Screening) for men over 40
· Diabetes screening for men and women aged 18+
· Cholesterol checks for men and women aged 18+  
Appointments must be booked in advance at: https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk/  or call 01926 419959 or email info@myhealthtests.org.uk 
The 2025 screening programme demonstrated the significant value of proactive, community-based health checks. Across seven events, 1,137 tests were completed:
· 663 men underwent PSA testing, with 24% referred to their GP for further investigation
· 11% of all participants recorded blood sugar levels outside the normal range
· 80% had cholesterol readings requiring GP follow-up
These outcomes underline the vital role screening plays in enabling early diagnosis, empowering residents to seek timely medical advice, and improving long-term health outcomes.
A full list of all 2026 health screening events is available at: PSA Health Screening Events | Stratford-on-Avon District Council 
Local plan gets new temporary head

John Careford, SDC’s Head of Development, has been given the role of Head of South Warwickshire Local Plan Development on a temporary basis from 2nd March 2026 until the end of December this year.

The move underlines the importance of the South Warwickshire Local Plan in ensuring future housing developments in Stratford District are in the most suitable areas, benefit local communities and are fully supported by the appropriate infrastructure. 

It will ensure progress is maintained on the Plan ahead of its submission in December this year.
 
An extremely experienced policy planner, John will work across both district councils  – SDC and Warwick District Council – 
to meet the tight deadline imposed by the government for the Plan to be submitted.

In the interim, until the end of the year, Graham Nelson will be SDC’s Head of Development. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Graham has been working with SDC to restore its 5-year housing land supply, and has already made a positive impact. 

He previously worked for several years as Executive Director of Development and City Services at Norwich City Council. 

SDC intends to make a further appointment to take over Graham’s role in restoring to the 5-year housing land supply as soon as possible.

100% Council Tax premium gets go-ahead
At its most recent Council Meeting, SDC decided that it would be introducing a 100% additional Council Tax on second homes in 12 months’ time.
The move follows a recent public consultation in which 54% of respondents were in favour of the premium. This proportion increased to 67% amongst non-owners of second homes. 
Just over 600 people responded to the consultation. SDC estimates that there are 859 second homes in the District. 
From April 2025, councils in England have had powers to charge up to 100% additional Council Tax on second homes. These are properties that are substantially furnished, not anyone's main residence and remain empty for large parts of the year.
Second-home owners will pay double the standard Council Tax rate. Currently, second homes in the District pay the full Council Tax without any discounts.  
The premium will take effect from 1 April 2027. To provide the required notice, owners of second homes will be notified by 31 March 2026.
Over the next 12 months, SDC will consider exactly how it will apply the additional tax, taking into consideration allowed exemptions and any special allowances for local circumstances.
The proposal aims to address housing availability and affordability in the District, where average house prices remain significantly higher than the regional average (£382,000 compared to £257,000 in the West Midlands). By increasing the cost of owning a second home, SDC hopes to encourage more properties back into the local housing market.
Income generated from the premium will support the Council's budget, including initiatives to deliver affordable housing in rural areas and reduce reliance on temporary accommodation.


