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Stratford house prices climb towards £400k

The average price of a home in the District in the year ending December 2025 was £390,018. This represented a 31% increase on December 2015, a real terms uplift of £91,188.  

Since January 2005, the District has seen a 76% increase in the price of a home, which in real terms is £168,634.

House prices across the country over the same periods have increased on average by 43% from December 2015 and 91% since January 2005.

Compared with the country as a whole, the District looks to have underperformed the market since 2005. However, areas which have performed better than average had a lower starting house price figure of under £150,000.

Of Stratford’s nearest neighbours, Cotswold District had the highest average house price in December 2025 at £415,906, with Stratford just behind. Warwick had a lower average house price at £366,063.

There were 2,216 house sales in Stratford District last year, the lowest figure since 2018. In 2023 and 2024, there were 2,850 and 2,608 sales respectively. 
‘Connectivity’ – how easy it is to reach employment, education, healthcare, and leisure facilities – is now measured by the Department of Transport. 

Out of a score of 100, Stratford District gets an overall score of 44.33. This compares with 56.41 for all English district authorities.

The highest level of connectivity for a district council is 75.42 scored by Watford. The lowest score is 32.90 in West Devon.
Connectivity generally declines with distance away from a major conurbation.

Given its size and diversity, Stratford-on-Avon District also has lower connectivity when compared with smaller, more homogenous districts.

Stratford achieves high food standards 

Pubs, restaurants and takeaways in the District continue to demonstrate exceptional food hygiene standards, with the vast majority of local establishments achieving top ratings under the national Food Hygiene Rating Scheme.

More than 85% have received a 5* rating from Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) and only about 1% have been told an improvement or a major improvement is required. 

Altogether an impressive 95.6% of the 1,154 establishments in the District are considered good or very good for their food hygiene. 

This percentage rises to 98.8% for ratings 3, 4, 5* – which means the premises meet or exceed legal standards.

Downloading the District Council mobile app www.stratford.gov.uk/app gives access to food hygiene ratings under the 'Eating out' icon. 

40% of Stratford homes without mains gas for heating
With heating oil prices hitting unprecedented highs, Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) has investigated how many homes in the District could be falling into fuel poverty.
Just over 4 in 10 homes have no access to mains gas and rely on other forms of fuel, including heating oil, electricity and tank or bottled gas. 
Of the 60,000 homes in the District, according to the 2021Census, more than 16% rely on oil or gas for their heating.
SDC believes that many hundreds more households in Stratford District will be dragged into fuel poverty as a result of what’s happening several thousand miles away in the Middle East.

Those in the more rural parts of the District who rely on heating oil or gas for warmth will be particularly hard hit as they are not protected by Ofgem’s energy price cap. 

Before the current events in the Middle East, more than one in seven District households were considered to be in fuel poverty.

SDC is stressing to residents that it has created a £500,000 hardship support fund in this year’s budget to help vulnerable households that are struggling to pay their energy bills. There is also funding available for homeowners to repair, replace, and improve heating systems.

Advice is also available from Act on Energy on 0800 988 2881 or visit https://www.actonenergy.org.uk/area/warwickshire.

Latest ‘Growing Opportunities Plan’ approved

A District-wide commitment to tackling poverty, improving wellbeing and creating greater opportunities for people of all ages has been approved by Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC).

The new ‘Growing Opportunities Plan 2026–2029’ sets out seven key missions, designed to make a measurable difference to local residents’ health, financial stability, safety, and long- term opportunities.

Developed collaboratively with more than 40 partners from the Social Inclusion Partnership (SIP), the Plan brings together public, voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise organisations to deliver real change where it matters most.

It builds on the success of the previous plan and uses a strong new evidence base to focus efforts where they will have the greatest impact.

Each mission is supported by a detailed three-year Action Plan featuring clear objectives, delivery partners and measurable outcomes, ensuring progress can be tracked annually.

The Plan will deliver targeted work where a clear need has been identified:

· support people into training and employment
· reduce fuel poverty
· improve access to health services
· [bookmark: _GoBack]strengthen youth provision
· support voluntary organisations
· reduce crime and anti-social behaviour
· boost access to essential services in rural areas 

SDC is committed to publishing annual updates demonstrating progress against the actions and commitments contained in the Plan. 

Health screening in Henley
Henley will be one of the locations across the District offering subsidised health screening for prostate cancer for a second year running. 
The Henley event will be taking place on Saturday, 7th November 2026 at the Memorial Hall, Station Road.
Running from 10am until 2pm, the events are open to residents at a discounted rate of £14 for each test. 
Henley is just one of a series of subsidised health screening events taking place in the District over the course of this year. 
District residents may book up for any of the events, which are being organised and subsidised by Stratford-on-Avon District Council for a second year and carried out by the Graham Fulford Charitable Trust (GFCT).
The events enable men and women to have a number of health tests from a simple blood test, allowing them to, where necessary, seek further advice or action via their GP.
Costing £14 each, the test are:
· Prostate screening – for men aged over 40 
· Diabetes and cholesterol – for men and women aged over 18 
Spaces are limited and need to be booked in advance at: https://sdc.mypsatests.org.uk
Renovated children’s play area opens in Stratford

Renovations to the children’s play area at the Recreation Ground in Stratford-upon-Avon are now complete after an investment of some £250,000 in high-quality inclusive play equipment. 

Opened just in time for families to enjoy over the Easter holidays, the children’s play area now includes 75+ engaging play features designed for children aged 1-11 years. 

Play features of the play area, which has a capacity of 150 users at any one time, include:

· Forest and River thematic design
· A dedicated Accessible Sensory Play Area
· A new shaded picnic area with additional seating
· Improved paddling pool surround with non-slip surfacing
· New play features added within the paddling pool to encourage water play
· Enhanced landscaping throughout, including newly laid grassed areas
· Revamped sandpit with running water reinstated
· Redecorated public toilets with a new boiler installed
· Selected car park markings relined, including zebra crossings
 
The District Council believes the project represents a significant investment in our community and provides a vibrant, inclusive and sustainable space for children and families to enjoy for many years to come.

District Council launches revamped website
Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) has relaunched its website. More than a visual update, the revamped site represents a complete rethink of how residents access Council information.

Developed entirely in-house, the redesigned site has been delivered at no cost, ensuring best value for residents while improving access to essential services.
The project forms a key part of the District Council's Digital Strategy and responds directly to findings from the Residents' Survey 2024, which highlighted the need for simpler
navigation, clearer information, and faster online transactions.
The new website has been shaped by a broad range of insight, including:
• Feedback from the Residents' Survey
• Google Analytics data highlighting real usage patterns
• Workshops involving staff and service teams
• Several rounds of user-focused reviews and refinements

The new website introduces:

• Simpler navigation and clearer pathways to the most commonly used services
• Improved accessibility, including better contrast and layout
• A more modern, mobile-friendly design to support the increasing number of residents who access the site on phones and tablets
• A more intuitive structure that reduces the number of steps needed to complete key
tasks
• A refreshed Newsroom with clearer updates and more dynamic content online.





