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2,000 homes planned for Henley

Nearly 2,000 homes will be built over the next 25 years on or close by the former golf club in Henley. The move is to meet the government’s demand for many thousands of new houses in South Warwickshire. 

The government has insisted that 28,000 new houses should be built in Stratford District by 2050. A similar number is required in Warwick District. 

Hatton and Long Marston will be greatly expanded and there will be more houses in Bidford, Southam, Stratford and Wellesbourne.

However, new settlements considered for the Bearley-Wilmcote and Danzey Green areas are not planned to go ahead.

Stratford and Warwick District Councils are required by the government to plan for more than 2,000 new homes to be built every year for the next 25 years in their South Warwickshire Local Plan (SWLP). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The latest version of the Plan will be subject to some detailed adjustments over the next few weeks before it goes before the two Councils for approval. The public will then asked for their views on the ‘soundness’ of the Plan, probably in July. 

In its quest to build 1.5 million new homes, the government has turned the planning system upside down and has insisted that it will not accept the SWLP unless the Plan contains more than 50,000 new homes in South Warwickshire before 2050. 

Henley will have to accept 1,969 new homes on or near the old golf course as part of this enormous number. 

The town will more than double in size over the next 25 years, although the new houses will be located to the north-west of the town and not in ever-increasing circles around it. 

Henley needs more housing, especially for young people. It may not need nearly 2,000 new houses over the next 25 years, but it does need to be rejuvenated in every sense.

Some parts of the Green Belt will be lost forever, but the extent of new housing and its location – and the remaining Green Belt – will be clearly defined in the SWLP until 2050. 

Many more young families will be able to afford to live in the town. There will be plenty of affordable housing within easy walking-distance of the High Street that will allow younger people to live where they grew up. 

Unscrupulous developers will be stopped by the Plan when it is eventually completed.  They won’t be able to build anywhere they like around Henley where they’ll make the most money. If it’s not in the Plan, it won’t be allowed. 

By going for just a few large, well-connected sites like Henley, the SWLP will boost the economies of local communities while ensuring that there is enough money available to build proper facilities like schools, health centres, community hubs, roads and drainage, supporting both new and existing residents. 

When will this start to happen? The SWLP is not expected to come into full force – get ‘made’ – until the spring of 2028. Outline planning permission for the golf course development will then be needed. It is unlikely that any work will start on site until 2029 at the earliest. 

The first houses could be delivered later in 2029, with a possible 12 to15-year delivery programme for the whole 2,000 home development.

Given government pressure to build in South Warwickshire, the SWLP is the least-worst option. 

Stratford and Warwick District Councils find themselves between a rock and a very hard place. They have to come up with a Plan that delivers a huge number of new homes. 

And if they do not comply before the end of this year – as they are in the process of doing – the government will simply impose a much less sympathetic Plan on residents and councils alike.

The SWLP may not be welcomed by all, but the possible alternatives would be far, far worse. Better to have a Plan than to have no plan at all. 



 



 
